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Commitment to the Port Marine Safety Code 

Harwich Haven Authority (‘the Authority’) is committed to manage and regulate marine operations, 
within the scope of its power and authority, in accordance with the Port Marine Safety Code. 

Legal Duties and Powers  

The Harwich Harbour (& Harwich Haven) Acts and Orders describe the Authority’s duties and 
powers to ensure the “conservancy, protection, regulation, maintenance and improvement of the 
Harbour and approaches”. The jurisdiction includes the River Stour, the lower part of the River 
Orwell, Harwich Harbour and an area to seaward extending to 12 nautical miles from the harbour 
entrance covering 150 square miles.  

Legal duties and powers are reviewed on an annual basis and were last reviewed January 2024 (at 

the time of writing).  

Policies and Procedures 

Marine policies and procedures are developed, reviewed and audited to satisfy the requirements of 

the Code.   

The prioritisation of marine and navigational safety is clearly stated in the Authority’s Marine Safety 
Policy and this principal is embedded in the supporting documents and manuals of the Marine Safety 

Management System.  

 


